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tr. Viadko Macek recently succeeded in establishing his first contect with 
De. August Kosutic, one of the vicexsresidents of the Creatien Peasant 
Party and son-inelar of Stjepan Radic, tarough P. Ljubice, a manbes of 

the Croatian Peasant Party working in an industrial mill in Yugcoslevia 
which affords him the opportunity of meking oceagional vielts to Prague 
where an exchange of communication is affected, 


The following is a summary of Ljubic's conversations with Xosutie se reporteg, , AG 
in the formerts letter to Macek 11 May: A 


-aepabtars had no talks or politdcatt negotiations With any Of TUtO'8 ge os 


in nobserves » ER coment: "preaucably’s Sux 
false. Tan Subasic and Juraj Sutej have dedkr. ‘by to the Croatian _ 

Peasant Party leadership, but foruer's loyalt¥ ag Yet vas not yet. been had 
proven. He dees not consi¢er Dragoljub Jovatidvic béricud.” Ke 


éces not believe that the Crusadere (Krigzari J should be considered a3 


Fewer ose cree ee 


if nembers of the Croatian Peasant Party since TE fF iiiposaihie to reach 
any results by means of such an oppesi. von. Nonetheless, he characterizes 
the resistance of the people and the will towards active opposition as wory 
great and urgently requests Macek's advice and wlere on desired action. 
Koputie and his friends did not hear the broadcasts from the Croat station 
in Dtely, but urve that Great leaders abroad establish a etation similar to 
that of the Chetnik stations new functioning. Nesutic believes that evrrent 
international conditions require a new party line following the Stjepan Radic 
program of cooperation with the Russians of 1o2h. Believes that the Croatian 
Peasant Party ehould send yourg emissaries to all ailies, particularly Russia, 
Ais hopes of ebtelmug concessions directed towards achleving a Gsechoslovek 
type of democracy. Ha dees not bell. ee that there is suy other possibility of 
obtaining an actual change of policy ab present. im this Bigrairad ood: he has 
és iven such instructions to Croatian Haasan Party deputies, but the latter are 
too fearful. or too passive to follow through. Though peletione with tha Serbs 
and Slovene opposition elements are velatively | good no definitive program hag 
been agreed upon and the general disposition of the Croat people still favors 
the principle of Creat independence. Kecsutic then requests what the reasons 
weve for Macelk's decision to go to the United States. He believes that 
collaboration of ali the Greats abrosa should be accepted excluding only 
wax eviminals guilty of blecdshed. Kesublic reports that there has been a 
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sharp increase of church influence and dignity since the Stepinac trial. 
Deputies Baburic and Martincic were arrested a month ago. President 
Truman's speech resulted in a sharp rise of the peoplets morale and 
stimulated open criticism of the regime which in turn provoked a new 
wave of arrests numbering several hundred in Zagreb alone. He repeats 
the urgent necessity of propaganda breadeasts including instructions and 
messages. 


The following is a brief summary of Macek's reply to Kosutic's letter; 
Macek stated that he never considered the Crusaders as members of 


the Croatian Peasant Party, but does not believe their tendencies in this 
direction should be discouraged and believes that the major resistance 


effort should be based on old party tactics of passive refusal to participate 


in public life. The major hope for ultimate change lies abroad especially 
in view of the recent developments of American foreign policy. Macek 
disapproves of Kosutic's proposal to pursue the Radic policy of 192) on 


‘grounds that Communists do not sincerely desire ccoperation but simply 


stooges. He cites his owm expcrience in Paris two years ago when the 
Russian Ambassader refused ta receive him. Macek then stresses the nisity 
af the Impression tr o1¢- °° country that he favors an independent Croatia 
describing this end i “sible and:unrealigzable. States conviction _/ 
Western Powers desis tio” entity and that his personal impression is 
that the Serbs ere ready to form a confederation. tn reply te Kosuticts 
request of Macek's reasons for going to the United States Macek atated that 
it was his conviction that the key to the Yugoslay problem lies in American 
policy, and the importance of cornvineing the United States that the only 
possible strong competitor to communist ideology in Eastern Europe lies in 
the peasant parties. He mentions his efforts to unite all peasant party 
opposition movements from the Baltic to the Aegean despite technical 
difficulties. Macek alse states that broadcasts from Italy were suspended 


owing to lack of funds, but hopes that such broadcasts may be resumed if funds 


are provided for. Describes policy toward the Ustaghi as being personally 
sympathetic and helpful to enable migrants who are not guilty of bloodshed, 
out does not stress impossibility of political collaboration with such 
elements because of their fanatic adherence to principle of an independent 
Croatia and their bitter hatred cf the Serbs. 
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